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Westmoreland Commissioner Tyler Courtney Publicly Questions Governor’s 

Plans for Future Natural Gas Impact Fees 
 

Greensburg, PA - Westmoreland County Commissioner Tyler Courtney is publicly questioning how Governor 

Tom Wolf’s Natural Gas Severance Tax plans will affect the natural gas impact fees that counties and local 

governments currently receive.  This week, Commissioner Courtney sent a letter to Governor Wolf requesting 

clarification of the Governor’s recent proposals involving natural gas extraction in the Commonwealth.  In his 

letter, Courtney points out that the Governor plans to place a cap on local fund distribution from his proposed 

extraction tax.  This would replace the current impact fee that is adjusted annually based on the current and 

new gas wells created in Pennsylvania. 

 

“Of primary concern to me and many of my colleagues is the future of the local impact fee imposed on drillers 

as part of Act 13 of 2012,” stated Courtney.  “This current plan not only caps local fund distribution, it also is 

vague in how that money will come back to our communities” he concluded. 

 

In addition to questions regarding the fee and its distribution, Courtney points out that communities in 
Westmoreland County that have been both directly and indirectly impacted by the natural gas industry have 
used the impact fee funding to augment critical services like Emergency Management (911) and 
transportation infrastructure improvements.   
 
“The Governor’s proposal appears on its surface to penalize counties with drilling and reward those without” 
said Courtney.  
 
Commissioner Courtney currently serves as Co-Chair of the Natural Gas Task Force for the County 

Commissioners Association of PA (C.C.A.P.).  The letter to the Governor is attached to this Press Release.   
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