
Westmoreland County 

Prison Board 

December 15, 2014 

Meeting Minutes 

 
Members Present: Sheriff Jonathan Held, Commissioner Anderson, Commissioner Courtney, Commissioner 

Kopas, District Attorney Peck, and Controller Balzer.  

 

The meeting was called to order by Sheriff Jonathan Held. 

 

A motion to approve the minutes of the November 17, 2014 was made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded 

by Commissioner Kopas.  Unanimous.   

 

Gary Miscovich gave the Adult Probation/Parole Quarterly Report. 

 

Denise Fischer and her sister, Donna Dicesare had questions for the Prison Board about some of the prison 

policies during the Public Comment segment.  Specifically, Denise was noting some problems with the phones 

that are used during visitation.  Some are very difficult to hear on and with the close proximity of other visitors 

it makes it very difficult to hear.  The Warden was aware of this and they have put calls in to repair these 

phones. The other problems that were brought up included the 15 minute/15 minute visits for parents of 

inmates, specifically wanting to have a total 30 minute visit that includes mother and father visiting at the same 

time.  The Warden explained that there is no room for two chairs in the visiting booth.  Also brought up was the 

small portions of food distributed and that often the food is cold when it gets to the inmate.  Positive comments 

were also made in regards to the Chaplain and Officer Boggio. 

 

The population of the prison today is 575 in-house, 590 total.  The average population for November 2014 was 

571 in-house and 588 total.  This compares to November of 2013 when the average was 602 in-house and 625 

total.   

  

Average length of stay for November 2014 is 18.77 days as compared to November 2013 which was 19.82 

days.  Average length of stay from January to November 2014 is 43.30 compared to January to November 2013 

is 45.45.  In November 2014 there were 379 commitments and 357 releases, compared to 340 commitments and 

353 releases in November 2013.  So far in 2014, there have been 4252 commitments and 4285 releases. In 

January thru November 2013, there were 3982 commitments and 3882 releases.   

 

The rate of recidivism for November 2014 is 32.18%, compared to 32.64% for November 2013.   January to 

November 2014, the recidivism rate is 33.04% compared to 33.85% January to November 2013.  These rates 

are based on the records dating back to June 5, 2004.   

 

There were no rentals billed in November 2014.  Fines collected in November for Clerk of Courts were 

$7406.39.  Total monies collected in 2014 for Clerk of Courts is $ 95,124.71. 

 

 

 



In November, 77 total bench warrants have been performed via video conferencing.  15 were performed by 

Judge Hathaway, 3 were performed by Judge Pezze, and 40 bench warrants were performed by Domestic 

Relations.  In addition, 19 out of county bench warrants were served.  98 District Justice hearings were held in 

November 2014. 

 

Nutrition Incorporated reported that the November 2014 cost per meal was $1.05 compared to $.87 in 

November 2013.   

 

In November 2014, there were no inmates above the cap, resulting in a $282.00 credit for the month.  So far in 

2014, the prison has had to pay an additional $13,681.65 for health coverage. 

 

99 incoming prisoners needed to detox upon arrival.   

 

The Warden reported that the video conferencing system is expected to be up and running the second week of 

January.  Additional computers are being installed and set up.   

 

There are ongoing meetings with United Mine Workers of America Local 522.  There is a meeting scheduled 

for Wednesday December 17, 2014. 

 

The Warden conducted a review of the police criminal complaints on new commitments and noted that in the 

period of November 10 to December 9, 2014 only 13 inmates were fingerprinted while 32 were not 

fingerprinted.  The President Judge is adamant that a response is needed by the next Criminal Advisory Board 

Meeting.  Approval is needed to have a fingerprinting system installed via electronic submission in the Sheriff’s 

Department and at the Prison. 

 

Act 81 monies will be coming through again for level 4 or 5 offenders which is those prisoners serving 1 to 5 

years in the County Jail that are on work release.  The Warden is expecting around $172,000.00 in June 2015. 

 

Commissioner Courtney made a motion to go into executive session, seconded by District Attorney Peck.  

Unanimous. 

 

Commissioner Kopas made a motion to reconvene in public session, seconded by Commissioner Anderson.  

Unanimous. 

 

Commissioner Kopas made a motion to accept the hiring of Tiffany Tressler as the Assistant Records 

Supervisor on December 14, 2014, seconded by Commissioner Anderson.  Unanimous. 

 

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Kopas.  Unanimous. 


