
Westmoreland County 

Prison Board 

August 12, 2014 

Meeting Minutes 

 
Members Present: Sheriff Jonathan Held, Commissioner Anderson, Commissioner Courtney, Commissioner 

Kopas, District Attorney Peck, and Controller Balzer..  

 

The meeting was called to order by Sheriff Jonathan Held. 

 

A motion to approve the minutes of the July 21, 2014 was made by Commissioner Kopas  seconded by 

Commissioner Anderson.  Unanimous.   

 

The population of the prison today is 594 in-house, 605 total.  The average population for July 2014 was 591 in-

house and 605 total.  This compares to July of 2013 when the average was 585 in-house and 606 total.   

  

Average length of stay for July 2014 is 20.07 days as compared to July 2013 which was 19.95 days.  Average 

length of stay from January to July 2014 is 41.37 compared to January to July 2013 is 42.03.  In July 2014 there 

were 360 commitments and 370 releases, compared to 343 commitments and 374 releases in July 2013.  So far 

in 2014, there have been 2643 commitments and 2679 releases. In January thru July 2013, there have been 2505 

commitments and 2441 releases.   

 

$1,701.90 has been collected from one rental billed in July 2014 from Federal Bureau of Prisons. Fines 

collected in July for Clerk of Courts were $ 8,754.88.  Total monies collected in 2014 for Clerk of Courts is 

$62,597.51. 

 

In July, 60 total bench warrants have been performed via video conferencing.  11 were performed by Judge 

Hathaway, 17 were performed by Judge Pezze, and 17 bench warrants were performed by Domestic Relations.  

In addition, 15 out of county bench warrants were served.  119 District Justice hearings were held in July 2014. 

 

Nutrition Incorporated reported that the July 2014 cost per meal was $.90 compared to $ .93 in July 2013.   

 

In July 2014, the prison is 16 inmates above the cap.  The prison has to pay an additional $1,128.00 to Wexford.  

So far in 2014, the prison has had to pay an additional $13,308.00 for health coverage. 

 

138 incoming prisoners needed to detox upon arrival.  48.6% of the inmate population coming into jail in July 

2014 needed to detox and 41.6% were prescribed psych medications. 

 

Approximately 50 interviewees will be coming to the jail tomorrow as the Warden hopes to hire 12 to 13 new 

part time corrections officers. 

 

A new four year contract was approved at the July 24, 2014 Commissioner’s meeting with the Teamsters Local 

Union No. 205 which represents the Westmoreland County Prison Professionals. 

 



The target date of September 1, 2014 for the video conferencing to go live will likely get pushed back.  Possibly 

seven new computers are needed at the prison to be able to handle the software of the new video conferencing 

equipment.  Renovo has recently been bought by our phone system provider, GTL. 

 

 

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to go into executive session, seconded by Commissioner Kopas.  

Unanimous. 

 

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to reconvene in public session, seconded by District Attorney Peck.  

Unanimous. 

 

Commissioner Kopas made a motion to hire Matthew Barbish as a fiscal clerk, seconded by District Attorney 

Peck.  Unanimous.  

 

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Kopas.  Unanimous. 


