
Westmoreland County 

Prison Board 

July 21, 2014 

Meeting Minutes 

 
Members Present: Sheriff Jonathan Held, Commissioner Anderson, Commissioner Courtney, Commissioner 

Kopas, and District Attorney Peck.  

 

The meeting was called to order by Sheriff Jonathan Held. 

 

A motion to approve the minutes of the June 23, 2014 was made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by 

Commissioner Kopas.  Unanimous.   

 

The population of the prison today is 598 in-house, 616 total.  The average population for June 2014 was 597 

in-house and 612 total.  This compares to June of 2013 when the average was 581 in-house and 599 total.   

  

Average length of stay for June 2014 is 18.88 days as compared to June 2013 which was 18.67 days.  Average 

length of stay from January to June 2014 is 39.65 compared to January to June 2013 is 40.05.  In June 2014 

there were 377 commitments and 381 releases, compared to 409 commitments and 363 releases in June 2013.   

 

There was one rental billed in June 2014 from Federal Bureau of Prisons.  Fines collected in June for Clerk of 

Courts were $ 10,224.31.   

 

In June, 40 total bench warrants have been performed via video conferencing.  2 were performed by Judge 

Hathaway, and 27 bench warrants were performed by Domestic Relations.  In addition, 11 out of county bench 

warrants were served.  127 District Justice hearings were held in June 2014. 

 

Nutrition Incorporated reported that the June 2014 cost per meal was $.90 compared to $ .98 in June 2013.   

 

In June 2014, the prison is 22 inmates above the cap.  The prison has to pay an additional $1,551.00 to 

Wexford.  So far in 2014, the prison has had to pay an additional $12,180.00 for health coverage. 

 

The Naph Care bill, $25,011.95 is being verified by County Solicitor Mark Gesalman since it has been 

determined that we were over the cap during that period. 

 

133 incoming prisoners needed to detox upon arrival.  46% of the inmate population coming into jail in June 

2014 needed to detox and 39% were prescribed psych medications. 

 

Video visitation machines are in and they are working on hook ups.  There will be a two week trial period that 

is free to the inmates.  Literature will be distributed to the inmates explaining the video conferencing.  A press 

release will be issued and information will be on the County website.  There is a target date of September 1, 

2014 for the video conferencing to go live.   

 

The Federal Bureau of Prison came into the Prison on June 10, 2014.  There were no deficiencies or issues 

identified. 



Jody Cammarata gave the population monitoring report for April, May, and June of 2014.   Veteran Affairs 

would like to come into the jail every two weeks to assist with providing services for Veterans housed at the 

jail.  Through donations received by Chaplain Badamo, Jody has been obtaining bus passes on Westmoreland 

Transit buses for released inmates that have no means of transportation from the jail. 

 

Commissioner Courtney made a motion to go into executive session, seconded by Commissioner Anderson.  

Unanimous. 

 

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to reconvene in public session, seconded by Commissioner Kopas.  

Unanimous. 

 

Andrew Milisits of Vandergrift, PA had several questions for the Board during public comment.  Mr. Milisits 

was questioning why the jail is changing the amount of inmate visits because of the new video visits. Currently, 

he can come to the jail and visit his son three times a week.  When the new video conferencing equipment is 

installed and in use, Mr. Milisits will only be able to visit his son once a week.  The Warden explained to him 

that with the new equipment he can visit via a computer and he doesn’t have to drive to the jail or wait his turn 

to visit his son.  Mr. Milisits’s question was “What if I don’t have a computer?”  Commissioner Anderson 

suggested that he go to the local library. 

 

The Warden asked the Board to accept the resignation of full time corrections officer David Shaporka.  

Commissioner Kopas made the motion seconded by Commissioner Courtney.  Unanimous. 

 

The Warden asked the Board to accept the resignation of part time corrections officer Timothy Shinoski.   

Commissioner Anderson made the motion seconded by Commissioner Courtney.  Unanimous. 

 

District Attorney Peck made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Courtney.  Unanimous. 


