
 

W E S T M O R E L A N D  

C O U N T Y ’ S   

L I F E S H A R I N G   

C O A L I T I O N  

Lifesharing;  

What’s it All About? 
F E B R U A R Y  1 ,  2 0 1 3  I S S U E  2  

. 

Having a 
place to go 
is  
HOME, 
  
Having 
someone  
to love  
is  
FAMILY,  
 
Having both  
is  
A  
WONDERFUL 
LIFE! 

 

G E T   

I N V O L V E D  

Westmoreland  

County’s Lifesharing  

Coalition meets  

quarterly at various 

agency locations.  Join us 

to learn more and  

contribute to achieving 

our mission.   

Next Meetings;  

April 10, 2013 @ 10 am,  

at; Westmoreland 

Casemanagement and 

Supports, Inc. 770 E. 

Pittsburgh Street, 

Greensburg, PA 15601 

July 10, 2013, @ 10 am, 

Location TBD 

Lifesharing Coalition-What’s Up? 

Looking For A Place to Live? 

We heard your requests.  During February of 2012, multiple members of the 

Lifesharing Coalition met with the Supports Coordination Organization to find 

out what would make Lifesharing more on the forefront of the minds of those on 

the “front lines.”  Many  

wonderful suggestions came 

out of that discussion.  One 

of which was a central listing 

of vacancies in our county 

that could be readily  

available through their  

Supports Coordinator, should 

one become interested in 

pursuing Lifesharing.  After 

many months and continued  

collaboration, we have begun 

this process.  To the right, 

you will notice information 

regarding a current vacancy.  

We have included information that a person considering a move may need to know.  We plan to revise 

this template if necessary and once finalized with all provider vacancies, make it widely available to the 

SCO, other providers, our community, and state-wide.  It will be updated regularly for ease of use.  If  

you have any suggestions or just want to know more, please contact us! 

We’ve been busy!  Since the last edition of the Lifesharing Newsletter, the Lifesharing Coalition 
has been hard at work.  A presentation, highlighting this program, to Westmoreland County 
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services Board of Directors, with Westmoreland County 
Commissioner Ted Kopas in attendance, occurred in September 2012.  The coalition saw an 
addition of 3 potential Lifesharing families, and 2 Lifesharing provider agencies.  One of which, 
Passavant Memorial Homes, was recognized for the Annual Excellence in Lifesharing Award in 
October.  We remain involved in the statewide Lifesharing Coalition efforts and updates include 
attempts to unite multiple systems to unveil and address the barriers prolonging the approval/
authorization process for an individual to receive the Lifesharing services they need.   
Furthermore, steps have been taken to create vacancy profiles for the families in  
Westmoreland County seeking an addition to their homes.  We plan to make them available 
through the Supports Coordination Organization and regularly update them 
for better ease in the referral process.  In addition, the Westmoreland County 
Lifesharing brochure will be getting a new face!   While  many efforts are  
underway, we continue to be open to feedback and suggestions for further 
advancement of our mission in our county!  Looking ahead we are planning 
even more methods to further ignite the public interest in Lifesharing.   

Location of 

Home 
# of 

Adults 

in 

Home 

Number of De-

pendents 
Experience Pets Respite 

Available 

Ligonier, PA 2 2 girl (4, 9) 
1 boy (11) 

Works in CLA 
for 3 years 

1 dog Unlicensed 

Host Home  

Preference 

Stairs 

y/n 

Family  

Activities/

Hobbies 

Physical  

Description of 

Home 

Licens-

ing 

Status 

Contact 

Info 

Compatible 
with children 

Y, 
up-

stairs 

bed-
room 

Camping,  
Amusement Parks, 

Involvement in 

community events 

Ligonier, in 
between two 

other homes, 

near the town 
‘diamond’, nice 

place to go for 

a walk, large 
fenced-in back-

yard 

In   
process 

NHS 
Human 

Services 

Ian 
Legeion 
724-600-

0120 
x117 



 

Making a Name for Herself! 

Heather and her Lifesharing Family advocating 

for the Lifesharing program in a county-wide 

discussion panel on March 27th 2012. 

'One Of A Kind' 
Unique jewelry  

designs 
by Heather Adams 

Available for parties 

Call (724) 762-2456 

The Mission of Westmoreland County’s Lifesharing  

Coalition is to increase awareness, so that Lifesharing is a 

commonly recognized concept for providers, Supports  

Coordination Organizations, individuals and the community 

as a whole.  We aim to encourage people to expand their 

family circle by inviting others to share their homes, their 

families, and their lives. 

Jamie Boehme 
Westmoreland County 

LS Point Person 
(724)830-3944 boehmej@westmoreland.swsix.com 

Samantha Dellosso 
WCSI 

LS Point Person 
(724)837-1808 

  
sdelloss@wcsi.org 

Ian Legeion NHS Human Services (724)600-0120 ilegeion@nhsonline.org 

Janet Williams 
Passavant  

Memorial Homes 
(724)775-0448 jwilliams@passavant.org 

Kristyne Geyer Westmoreland Arc ProServ (724)837-8159 kgeyer@achieva.info.org 

Sharon Roskovich Community Living Care (724)836-8747 s.roskovich@communitylivingcare.com 

Joni Zarnick Lifesteps, Inc. (724)283-1010 jzarnick@lifesteps.net   

Cathy Wargo Pennsylvania MENTOR (724)228-2423  catherine.wargo@thementornetwork.com  

What is Lifesharing?  Find out More! 

Do you have  

something to say? 

Any suggestions or questions, 

please contact Jamie Boehme; 

p. 724.830.3944  

e. boehmej@westmoreland.swsix.  

  

We would love to hear from you! 

Heather prepping her jewelry table for the  

second year in a row at the Westmoreland Mall 

IDD Awareness Celebration. 

Heather showing off some of her  

inventory at her home. 

If you haven’t heard of or seen Heather Adams and her jewelry, you soon will .  
Heather has been at many venues as an entrepreneur of her jewelry-making talents.  
She knows how to advocate for herself and for her business.  If you ask her though, 
it is not without the help and support of her family.  Look a little closer and you will 
see it isn’t your typical family.  Her “mother” Jolynn actually opened up her home 
for Heather in 2000 within the program of Lifesharing through NHS Human  
Services.  While receiving all the benefits of a home such as food, clothing and  
shelter, Heather has flourished even more due to the unique elements that the 
Lifesharing program had to offer; love, support, consistency and encouragement.  
From the time that she was making beaded lizards at 16 to the point where Jolynn 

bought her books on jewelry making, she has continued 
to grow in her specialty.  Currently, she makes mother-
daughter jewelry sets, Pandora-like bracelets, and is even 
working on a Steeler rosary bracelet.  Having her  
beginnings in making jewelry as just some gifts for 
friends, it is hard to imagine that Heather is doing house 
parties, selling her jewelry.  Look out Lia Sophia, Heather 
Adams and her One Of A Kind Unique Jewelry Designs 
are on the scene! 
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