
July 21, 2016 

 

A meeting of the Westmoreland County Commissioners met in regular session beginning at 

10:01am in the Commissioners Meeting Room #101, Greensburg, PA. The following were 

present Chairman Gina Cerilli, Vice-Chairman Ted Kopas, Secretary Charles W. Anderson (via 

conference call) and County Solicitor Melissa A. Guiddy. The following business was 

conducted; 

 

Commissioner Cerilli led the Pledge of Allegiance 

 

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

 No Public Comment 

  

Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor, Tracy Sheehan 

Zivkovich, Chief Human Resource Officer (item 1), Jonathan Held, Sheriff and Meghan 

McCandless, Director of Financial Administration (item 2) motion was made by Mr. Kopas, 

seconded by Mr. Anderson and unanimously agreed to approve the following items for Human 

Resources (1), Sheriff (2), and Westmoreland County (3): 

 

(1) HUMAN RESOURCES 

 

(A) Authorization to execute endorsements including premium charges for 

Magisterial District Justices (MDJs) Bonds with LIBERTY MUTUAL 

INSURANCE COMPANY through the Surety Broker SURETY 

PLACEMENT SERVICES, LLC for eighteen bonds for the term set forth in the 

bond with the coverage amount being $25,000.00 per bond at a total bond cost of 

$10,810.00 

 

(2) SHERIFF 

 

(A) Grant Application to BEN ROETHLISBERGER FOUNDATION, in the 

amount of $3,761.89 for “K-9 Grant-Westmoreland County Sheriff K-9” 

 

(3) WESTMORELAND COUNTY 

 

(A) #ORD-2-2016, an amendment to Ordinance No. #ORD-02-2002, the 

Westmoreland County Hotel Room Rental Tax Ordinance to amend the definition 

of “Annual Maximum Administrative Fee,” increase the hotel tax and 

administrative fee. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2-2016 

 

AN AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. #ORD-02-2002, THE WESTMORELAND 

COUNTY HOTEL ROOM RENTAL TAX ORDINANCE. 

  

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the Board of Commissioners of the County 

of Westmoreland, as provided by 16 P.S. § 1770.10, the following Amendment to Westmoreland 

County Hotel Rental Tax Ordinance (Ordinance No. #ORD-02-2002) to amend the definition of 

“Annual Maximum Administrative Fee,” increase the hotel tax and administrative fee. 

 

Section 1.  Amendment to Definitions 

 

 Section 3. Definitions 

 

 “Annual Maximum Administrative Fee.”  The maximum amount of the administrative 

fee authorized under subsection (i) of 16 P.S.  § 1770.10 for the purposes of defraying the costs 

associated with the collection of the Tax and otherwise performing its obligations, shall not 

exceed four per centum of the taxes collected in any taxable year.  

 

Section 2. Amendment to Section 4. Imposition of Hotel Room Rental Tax 

  

Section 4. Imposition of Hotel Room Rental Tax 

 

(a) A five (5.0%) percent excise tax is hereby imposed on the Consideration received by 

each Operator of a Hotel within the County from each Transaction of renting a Room or 

Rooms to accommodate Transients; provided, however, that no such tax shall be imposed 

on the Consideration received by an Operator for an Exempt Occupancy. 

 

(b) If the Operator’s Records for any monthly reporting period are incomplete or insufficient 

to establish by clear and convincing evidence all information required under Section 11 

of this Ordinance; and if the incompleteness or insufficiency of the Operator’s said 

Records causes the County or its duly authorized representative to be unable to determine 

with reasonable certainty the Tax due for such monthly period, then in such 

circumstance, the Tax that shall be presumed to be due and owing for each monthly 

period for which the Operator’s Records have been found by the County or its 

representative to be incomplete or insufficient shall be the lesser of the following: 

 

(1) Five (5.0%) percent of the largest total amount of Consideration received by the 

Operator of the Hotel over a period of one calendar month during the Tax Year 

prior to the County’s Tax determination, subject to proportional adjustment if the 

number of Rooms has been changed since such prior Tax Year; or 
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(2) Five (5.0%) percent of the Consideration that could have been received by the 

Operator for full Occupancy of all Rooms in the Hotel during the month in 

question based upon Room rental rates in effect at the time of the County’s Tax 

determination.  If the Operator’s Records are incomplete or insufficient to 

document all of the Room rental rates actually in effect at such time, the Tax may 

be calculated by presuming as a Room rental rate the highest Room rental rate 

charged by any Operator of a Hotel located in the County for Occupancy of a 

similar Room during the month of the County’s Tax determination.  

 

Section 3. Amendment to Section 9(b)(1). Collection and Disposition of Revenues 

 

(b) The County shall distribute the revenues from the special fund in the following manner: 

 

(1) For the purposes of defraying the costs associated with the collection of the Tax 

and otherwise performing the obligations imposed under the Act, the Treasurer 

shall deduct from the special fund and pay to the Westmoreland County General 

Fund an administrative fee of four percent (4.0%) of all Hotel Room Rental Taxes 

collected, provided that such fee may not exceed the Annual Maximum 

Administrative Fee. 

  

Section 4.  Effective Date 

 

 This Ordinance shall take effect August 1, 2016. 

 

 DULY ENACTED AND ORDAINED at a public meeting of the Board of County 

Commissioners of the County of Westmoreland, Pennsylvania, held on the 21st day of July, 

2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Kopas, seconded by Mr. Anderson, and it was unanimously agreed to 

adjourn the meeting at 10:04am. 

 

 

Certified by, 

 

 

 

 

Charles W. Anderson 

Secretary 


